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The Fool hath ſaid in bis Heart, There is n GOD, 
Pſalm liii. 1. | 


HERE are many Fools in the World but 1 hall 


i take Notice of them under the two following 
Heads, 
I. The Natural Fool, or Idiot. 
IT. The wicked Athei ical Fool. 


I begin with the Natural Fool; and theſe poor Creatures 
have my tender Regard and great Pity, as they did not bri 
this great Weakneſs on themſelves, On ſight "of any of th 
Perſons my Thankfulneſs to 1 for my own Mercies 
ought not to be forgotten, Theſe I ——_ are not the 
_— ſoken « of by the Paalmiſt in the ſaid firſt Verſe 

ve committed abominable Iniquity : I rather think he 


meant the ſecond Sort of Fools; for this firſt Sort, I imagine, be 
ſeldom reaſon away their Underſtanding and Religion, nor 


ſtudy daily how and where to find fault with the Scriptures of 
Truth, and cavil at many Things there recorded. Amongſt 
this firſt Sort I knew one who was a ſober religious Perſony 
and I have been told of ſuch another Man amongſt them alſo; -: 

Second, of the wicked or Atheiſtical Fool; and I ſhall con- 
fider of theſe under two Heads. | 

it, The wicked Fool, or practical Atheiſt ; and theſe/ars 
much worſe Fools than thoſe aforementioned : for theſe are 
fooliſhly wicked both in Words and Actions: theſe break the 
Lord's — daily : theſe ſwear by his holy Name on 
n Vecalions, and alſo on no Occaſion : theſe continue in 
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wearing, lying, Ce. and many of theſe Perſons will (wear by 
their Hopes of Salvation (how great or ſmall their Hopes of 
Salvation are, I do not pretend to know.) If theſe believe 
there is a God, how fooliſh is it to (wear by him, and take 
his holy-Name in vein, and profanely (wear by him, before 
whom the Angels vail their Faces, {/a. vl. 3 

The feriptural Expreffion is, when he taketh notice of 
what is done on Earth, of even in Heaven, it is a humblin 
of himſelf te de it, /n Exil, 6, but ſuppoſing they de not 
believe there is a God, how unaccountably fooliſh are they 


to (wear by ny ber according to their own Way of think- 


ing there Is no ſuch Perſon or Being as God, The Fool bath 


faid in bis Heart, There is u God, | 


2d, Of the Atheiſtical Fool, The former Fools ſay in 
their Actions: or outward Behaviour, There is no God, and 
ſo are practical Atheiſts : for by their Behaviour one may rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe they doubt about his Being and Providence, 
c. But this ſecond Sort of Fools ſay it not only in their 
Hearts, but alſo in their Words, and ſometimes in their 
Writings, without any Doubt or Heſitation. 

This Fool is the greateſt of all Fools; and ſuch Fools I 
know there are in the World, by ſome Diſcourſe I have had 
with ſome of them in Times paſt. One of this Sort of Fools 
with whom I formerly was. acquainted, and had ſome Diſ- 
courſe on this important Subject, when on his Death-Bed, 
was convinced of his Errors, and ſent for a good Chriſtian 


© Miniſter of my Acquaintance to pray with him and beg For- 


e of God for him; but ſome others, I fear, die as they 
e, without Repentance or Alteration to outward Appearance. 

A few Words to the wicked Fool, or practical Atheiſt. 
If you believe there is a God, it is very ſurprizing to me, 
that you ſhould take a Pleaſure in breaking his Laws, and 
3 Life of Diſobedience, &c. If you with your Mouth 
fay, There is a God, your Actions contradict you. Pray, 


What Comfort or Profit have you in ſuch a Way? then why 


will you continue in ſuch a Courſe, that will bring eternal 


\ Ruin on both Body and Soul? Altho' _ are in a bad Way, 


et upon your ſincere Repentance and Reformation, you may 
ave Hopes of being forgiven, If your Sins are as 
Ccarlet, they moll be as white as Snow though they be red 
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as Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool, i. . 18, Oh, flop 
in your Way before it is ton late, and earneſtly beg For- 
ivenels and Amendment. Beg of the Lord to direct you 
and led you in the right wm Conſult Proves lil 3, 6. 
Pray think in time where the Way, the broad Way you are 
walking in, ends, and obſerve our Lords own Words in 
Matt, vil. 14: that it ends in Deſtruction, 

| have a great deal to ſay to the ſecond Sort, who from a 
Principle of Atheiſm both think and ſay, There is no God, 
| beg of theſs Perſons to conſider much upon the two fol- 
lowing Articles, vis, God's Works of Creation, and his 
Ways in Providence, ft, Of the Works of Creation, Dae 
but look 2 a human Body, and take particular Notice of 
its Compolition, its erect Stature, its regular moving and 
$wiftneſs, without any Danger of ſpoiling the Frame; the 
exact Proportion of the Members, and the whole Body ſup» 
ported and carryed forwards or backwards by two ſmall Legs 
and Feet, Oh, think of the Uſefulneſs of the Fingers and 
Toes, and of the Sight and Hearing, Smelling, Eating, 
Taſting and Speaking, Conſider with great Attention upon 
every Particular, and aſk yourſelf this Queſtion, Was this 
well adjuſted true proportioned Frame of Man produced at 
firſt by a confuſed Jumble of Atoms, or is it of Divine Ori- 
gina]? and your faithful Monitor within you will ſoon tell 
you: and I beg you will hearken to its Dictates. 

But to go a little further, ſee the human Body diſſected, 
and ſtrictly view each Part thereof, how fitted and prepared 
for different Offices by the Great Creator: the Veins, the 
Arteries, the Sinews, the Blood in its Circulation and Veſſels 
to retain and to promote its Progreſs, Then view the H 
the Lungs, Hed! yore the Gall, the Kidneys, the Bladder, 
the Bowels, the Stomach, the Brain, and the other Parts, 
how tender all are in their Nature and Compoſition, and yet 
how uſeful all are in their Places and Offices. Not any one 
of theſe can be ſpared, nor any Part of them, without great 
Pain to the Body, Conſider alſo that Muſcle in the Eye that 
turns it upwards very eaſily (a Beaſt has no ſuch Muſcle to 
lift up its Eyes) to ſee the glorious World above, and look 
towards its great Creator, and adore him, Cc, and obſerve 
the Wonders of creating Wiſdom there ſet forth, — 
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tinyed in exat and beauteous Order, Then think of thy 
Soul, O Man, and of the Faculties thereof, and think (&. 
viouſly, Could this Frame with its noble Soul, this excellent. 
compound, this beautiful Structure, this well adjuſted and 
truly finiſhed Piece be ſuppoſed to ariſe from nothing, and 
not to be beholden to ſome ſuperior Power for its Life and 
Being ? Could ſuch a Body, the moſt perfect of all the viſible 
Creation, grow out of the Ground at firſt like a Muſhroom, 
and could another of the ſame Nature, but of a different Sex, 
grow out of the Ground alſo for the ſake of future Pofterity 
and Increaſe of the human Race; and yet no other Body of 
© either of theſe Sexes have been produced in the ſame way ever 
fince of a Compound cf Atoms, or other ways, for almoſt ſix 
thouſand Years. Conſider well of this, and grow wiſe, O 
Atheiſt ; how could a human Pair of fuch exact Compoſition 
and true Proportion ſtart into Being, or grow up at once 
htted for Society and conjugal Converſe without any Altera- 
ion or After-amendment, if there, as you ſay, was no God. 
| Confider well of the Weakneſs of all your Arguments, if you 
| any other Cauſe for their Making and Exiſtence, and 
me many Objections that may juſtly be made to your Scheme, 
de it what it will, in caſe you deny the Being of God. Con- 
ſider: alſo the Beaſts, the Birds, the Fiſhes, the Reptiles and 
 IhſeQs, c. From whence ſprang the different Tribes, and 
who formed them, and provided Food for them and their 
— / qroncy and has fo ordered it, that when many of them 
nereaſe too faſt, fo as to be a Nuſance to Mankind, ſome 
other Creatures take them and live upon them as their proper 
Food. It is not the dryeſt or wetteſſ Seaſons can ſpoil all the 
Breed of any Sort of the Creatures they from an Inſtinct im- 
platited in their Nature each provide for the Safety of the 
weaker Sort of their Offspring, (I need not mention the Parti- 
ob they are in many Keſpects obvious to an —_ 
) - Conſider theſe Creatures from the greateſt to the lea 
of them. in their Beauty and true Proportion, and in their 
Activity and Swiſtneſs, Se, and you mult think them to be 
the Work of God's Hands, and made by his Aab Power. 
Next think upon the greet Receptacte of Woters which 
wneompalleth the Earth, and the Advantages - of it in reſpet 
_  Bilking and Navigation i and think alſo of the 1 — 
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how uſeful to Sailors in particular, and healthful to Mankind 
in general; and how one Part of the Warld is ſupplyet! with 
what can be ſpared from other Parts to ſupply their Wants, 
Think how the Rains and Dews water the thirſty Earth, 
and make a plentiful Increaſe of Food for Men and Beaſts, 
c. Poor Atheiſt, how can you account for theſe congre» 
gated Waters being afſembled and kept together, and being 
always in motion, and ſo kept ſweet, if there be no God, or 
for the forming of this great Globe under our Feet? What 
a very great Aſſemblage of dry Atoms and moiſt Vapours mult 
there be according to your. Scheme to produce and form ſuch 
vaſt and unknownly great Bodies as Earth and Sea. Bluſh 
and be aſhamed of your weak Reaſons and poor Aſſignments 
for their Being, and believe them to be the Works of God's 
Hands: for no Power ſhort of Divine Power could effect it. 
Then look upon the Springs and Rivers of Waters, how they 
refreſh the dry Ground, and ſatisfy the Thirſt of Man and 
Beaſt, Sc. Conſider their Original: whence was it, if not 
from God? You will perhaps anſwer, that it is natural fot 


the Clouds to be replete with moiſt Vapours, which ariſe 


from the Earth and Sea, and then diſtill the Water upon the 
Earth again, which occaſioned the Springs at firſt, and ſtill 
feed and continue them. But pray, tell me, who was the 
Maker of thoſe Clouds? who was the Contriver and Orderer 
of their Exiſtence and Continuance, and in what Repoſito 

are they laid up, when the Sun is (corching the Ground for 
ſome Months or Years together (as is the Caſe in ſome Na- 
tions) and drying up the Moiſture of the Earth and Fruits 
thereof, ſo that moiſt Vapours are not exhaled from thence, 
as in a wet and cloudy Seaſoh ; and yet at laſt at a Time 
thought proper by their Great Creator, a little Cloud at firſt, 
like to a Man's Hand, ſhall by degrees increaſe and ſtretch 
over the whole Nation, and bring an Abundance of Rain, 
t Kings xvid. 44. ſucked out of the Sea, and made freſh and 
kindly water the barren thirſty Soil. © Pray tell me at whoſe 
Commandment do thoſe uſeful Buckets draw (alt Water from 
the Sea, and ſweeter it; and pour it down foftly on the r 
Ground ? ſo much as is neceſſary for the Refrelhing it, an 

not ſo much as Would drown the Karth, or deftt6 all the 
Fruits thereof in the yearly Abundance, it bears for the * 
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of Man and Beaſt, &c. How beautiful are its Fruits to the 
Eye, and how (ſweet to the Taſte, and the Flowers grateful 
to the Smell of Mankind. F | | 
Take another Look, and view the ſpangled Firmament, 
and take notice of the Beauty and Order of the ſtarry Sky 


and planetary Worlds, If there be, as you ſay, no God, by 


whom were theſe made and continued in their exact Order, 
conſtant Courſes and great Influences ? Think on their Mag- 
nitude and Diſtance, and wonder at their Multitude round 
the wide Expance : ſome of them ſtedfaſt, ſome others rolling 
in unbounded Ether, all obedient to their Maker's Orders, 
all preſerved and kept from claſhing againſt each other, &c, 
faith the Pſalmiſt, viii. 1, 9. Lord, haw excellent is thy Name 
in all the Earth! The Comets, although very large and 
yy Tails long, yet are kept from deſtroying this World, 
and from hurting it hitherto : they all are obedient to his 
Orders who formed them. The Stars and Comets were all 
made for the Ends of his Glory : they all declare their Great 
Creator to be God: they ſhew forth bis handy Work, P/alm 
Rix. 1. and perform his Pleaſure, 
Pray tell me what Sort of Atoms theſe were that when 
met together, according to your Scheme, compoſed the Sun, 
orld of Fire, If theſe were not Atoms, pray, who gave 
Wem their Heat, and formed them into ſo round, fo glorious 
a'Body? Surely, you dare not ues to account for the 
Ways and Means theſe plorious Worlds were made at firſt 
Without owning them to be the Work of an Almighty Hand, 
If you do, there is great Cauſe for you to bluſh and be aſhamed 
at your btupidity and Folly in denying the greateſt of g! 
Truths, the Being of God, when the Works of his Halde 
declare it In the cleareſt, the fulleſt Manner, 
© ad, Of the Lord's Ways in Providence, Think of the 
Produce of the Ground, and of its Fertility and great Ad- 
vantage to Mankind, and to all other Creatures, There ls 


Food E for them all, as ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Thou 


openeſt thy Hand, and they are filled with Good, Flu civ, 
28, Mankind are ofttimes preſerved in the greateſt Dangers, 
and carryed ſafely through many Troubles, and are ſweetly 
gompos'd under the Perſecutor's Hands, and praiſe the Lord 
in hery Trials, as was the Caſe of many of the Martyrs, 
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Think how one Nation is kept from deſtroying other Nations who 
dre weaker than themſelves ; and that the Jews are w - in an ut 
ſettled wandring Condition, ſpread over the Face of the Earthy 
without King, or Prophet, or High Prieſt, and ſo muſt 'continus 
for the preſent, (as foretold by the Scripture) yet are ſafely kept 
diſtin from (although amongſt) other People, againſt the appointed 
Time of their future Calling together, | 
Think how the Proteſtant Religion has been kept on foot in 
England, and our People preſerved in their Rights and Privile 
through many Dangers ariſing from the Combinations of the Pa- 
iſts for theſe laſt two hundred Years, The Winds have been raiſed 
y the Lord, and made uſe of more than once for our Preſervation : 
and when the Plan was drawn and agreed upon to bring on our 


Ruin, and began to be put in Execution in Treland, and about . 


forty thouſand Proteſtants murdered there, and they propoſed to 
viſit England next in the ſame way and manner, but was diſap- 
pointed by Providence, and a juſt Retaliation brought on many of 
the Projectors and Executors of that bloody Scheme, We, And in 
later Days, when our Enemies thought themſelyes ſure of ruining 
vs, and had laid their Plots deep, and kept them ſecret; yet the 
Lord by his Providence always broke their Schemes, and made them 
know that the moſt high God ruleth and diſpoſeth all Things relats 
ing to the Kingdoms of this World, and giveth them to whom- 
ſoever he will, Dan, iv. 25, Their moſt ſecret and beſt concerted 
Plots have come to nothing ; the Snares have been broken, and we 


” delivered ſundry Times. 


Conſider well on theſe Things, and I hope you will own the pro- 
vidential Care of the Lord over this Nation. How many Inſtances 
have we in the Setipture of _ Deliverances experienced by the 
Children of Iſrael, and many Miracles wrought for their Preſervations 
But as you do not believe the Seriptures, y forbear to mention th 
Particulars, Many of you who have a great Share of h an 
Lin particular, find fault with the five Books of Moſes 
and do not believe his Account of the Creation of all Things, a 
Preſervation of the Seed of Abraham, Ce, but break your Je upon, 
and make ObjeRtions to his relating Matters of Fact, which although 
you are ſo daringly wicked as to deny, yet you are not able id 


ve, 
o Writer whatever has given ſo true and rational an Account of 


the Creation as Moſes has done, who ſays, In the Beginning (of 
Time) God created the Heavens and the Earth: He ſpake, and it 
was done, yr * the Account Moſes gives of the Beginning 
of all Things with the Account given by your atheiſtical Writers, 
and confider well upon the ym Accounts when compared to- 
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and the High Prieſthood in the Line of Aaron alſo. (See Dean 
Prideaux Connection, c.) 


1. 4. 13. and then their Returning to their own Land a 
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gether, and you may ſee a wide Difference, Moſes's accounts for 
Creation” of all Things in the Space of fix Days by the Word 
and Power of God. Your Party would be thought to account for 
me Things ; but it is in ſuch a romantick Way, and is attended 
with ſo many Unlikelihoods and Impoſlibilities, as make your 
Scheme rejected and abhorred by moſt Men of Senſe and Reaſon, 
And in reſpeft to the Scriptures, they are truly the Word of 


| God, and were indited by his Spitit alliſting the Penmen thereof, 


and carry their own divine Authority compreſt upon them. And 
the exact Fulfilment of the major Part of the Prophecies, and the 
Likelihood of the Fulfilling of the Remainder of them, which one 
may perceive every Year more than other is coming on, even the glo- 
rious Kingdom of our Lord, The Goſpel being preached in many 
Nations previous thereunto, and many Converſions attending it, 
and Signs in Heaven above, and Earth below, and Earthquakes in 
many laces, as foretold by our Lord and his Prophets, and now 
« Fulfillin this our Day, are certain Proofs of the bright Cre- 
dentials of the Lord's Prophets, and 'Truths recorded in his Word, 
For no Man could know what ſhould happen in future Times, but 
God alone, and thoſe his Prophets to whom he was pleaſed to fe- 
veal it by his Spirit. Some of the Scriptures being exactly ful- 
— which lie with greateſt Weight on my Mind, are the fol- 
ng ones. 

its The Propheey of Jacob when dying, who ſald, The Sceptre 
ſhall not depart from Judah, nor a Law-giver from between his 
Feet, until Shiloh come, and unto him ſhall the Gathering of 
the People be, Gere/; xlix. 10. Theſe Words were ſpoke by Jacob 
almoſt two thouſand Years before our Lord Chriſt came in the Fleſh, 
and was exactly fulfilled in his Time; for in his twelfth Year when 


he went into the Temple in a publick Manner, upon his Father's 


Buſineſs, and diſputed with the Doctors or Rabins, Lake ii. 46. 
the kingly Power ceaſed to be any longer in the Tribe of Judah, 


zd. The Prophecy of Iſaiah, concerning the Captivity of the 
Children of Iſrael in their being carried to Babylon, and kept there 
Years, and naming of Cyrus to be their Deliverer, Ja. xlv. 
in, which 
was exactly accompliſhed at the Time, and by the Perſon foretold. 
Thus foretellirg the Name of the Perſon that ſhould be their De- 
liverer above fifty Years before he was born, and the exact Time 


_ of their Stay, there throws a divine Luſtre upon this Prophecy, and 


proves the Author to be a Man aſſiſted by the Lord's Spirit. As 
dock alſo his other Prophecy of our Lord's coming in the Fleſh, and 
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being born of a Virgin, and of his Sufferings and Death above fix 


hundred Years before his Birth, which Prophecies were all accom- 
liſhed according to his Predictions. This proves, he was a Man 
nt by God, and was divinely aſſiſted in his Work and Service 
amongſt Mankind: and this fully proves the Scriptures to be the. 
Word of God, as theſe Prophecies were exactly fulfilled, 

3d. The Prophecy I. * the carrying away and 
returning again the Veſſels and Utenſils uſed in the Temple Service, 
ſee Jerem. xxvil. 19, 20, 21, 22. Exrab i, 7, 8, 9 and concerning 
the King's being carried captive to Babylon, and dying there, an- 
other Prophet a, He ſhall not ſee the City, though ſhall die 
there. Theſe Propheies were exactly fulfilled ; for his Eyes were 

ut out before he was tarried thither, ſo that he never ſaw the 

ity, See Jerem. xxxix. 2, 7. and Fact. xii. 1 1 The Accom- 
pliſhment of theſe 11 fully proves there is a God, and that _ 
the Scriptures are his Word. Whether you believe it of not, his 
Word is true, and ſo will remain. 

I might produce from the Scriptures many more Inſtances of the 
ſame Natures but I hope, that theſe I have mentioned will ſuffice 
if not, pray read a Book wrote by Mr. Flaming, intituled, The 
Fulfilling of the Seripturer And there, I hope, you will find fall 
Satisfaction on this important Article, 

In reſpe& to the Old Teſtament, as there was Abundance of Co- 
les wrote out in Hebrew, and diſperſed about the World, and kept 

ely Y/ the Jews, who were very careful of them, and ſe exat 
(as is aid) as to count up the Number of Words in every Book, 
and wrote down the ſame, leſt the ſacred Text ſhould in Length of 
Time be altered and corrupted, The many Copies from different 
Parts of the World, when compared together, ſhew their Care and 
Faithfulneſs on that Account, and gives the pleaſing Satisfaction to 
us that the Scripture is now as it was in its firſt Original. 

And although the Septuagint or Greek Tranſlation does in ſome 

little differ in the Reading from the Hebrew Biblez 
yet the ſaid Tranſlation is faid by Men of Learning to be as near 
the Hebrew as can be expected to be found in tranſlating into an- 
other Language, there being very little Difference in the Senſe 
(if any) to be found when carefully com together. And if 
any, it is only in Matters of ſmall Moment. For there is no Dif- 
ference in thoſe Things that relate to pure Faith and trueWorſhip. 

I defire you will think on one Thing more, wiz. the Tempta- 
tions empreſt upon the Minds of ſome weak Chriſtians, and Horrour 
of Soul even to Deſperation, and ſometimes to Diſtraction, and 

atting an End to their miſerable Lives in order to get rid of thoſe 
emptations and Troubles that —— attend them. 1 wrt 
a 2 w 


Daye, and at laſt 


Bones ſhould be made the Means dolog it.) 
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Abe Perſon, who whilt doubting whether there was God 
” or Devil, or future State, was violently aſſaulted with uncommon 


Temptations blaſphemous Thoughts, We, which occaſioned 
a deep N his Mind, which continued ſome few 


Theſe u ſe vile Thoughts and Suggeſtlons, are 
ſurely the Work of Saturn that infernal Spirit; and if there be a 
then aſluredly there is a God, on which he received ſome 
ſmall Comfort, and ſoon after Eſtabliſhment, which was accom. 


" pinied wich Peace and Serenity, and his doubting Soul fully ſa- 


ticked and aſſured of the Truth of inviſible Things, and a future 


4 alſo knew a Perſon, who by mag the Diſputes between 
the Atheiſts and our Divines was tempted for ſome Days to heſitato 
and doubt about the Being of God, We, and was much ſhocked at 
the Approach of ſuch vile Thoughts, and daily prayed to God to 
remove the Temptations, and clear up to his doubting Soul a full 
Evidence of his Exiſtence, One Day as he was walking on the 
Backiide of the Town he ſaw the Bones of a Horſe's Leg hang on 
4 Buſh, the Fleſh being newly picked off by Birds of Prey. He 
took the Bones in his Hand, and viewed them in the ſtricteſt 
Manner, and took particular Notice of the Compoſition and true 


"Proportion thereof, and of the Joints and exact fitting of Bone ta 


Bone, and their being tyed together with ſuch ſtrong Bands and 
as made them not eafily parted. And further looking 


eon the Grifſells and Sinews, the Guards and Supporters he there 


ſaw; and all adapted to ſecure the Joints, and ſtrengthen the Leg, 
and make the Creature ſerviceable to Man, which Leg when ex- 
tended and fully ſtretehed out by the Horſe in full Speed, was in 
no Danger of being diſlocated. The Structure on the whole was 
ſo well adjuſted, ſo admirably well contrived and executed, it was 


a finiſhed Piece indeed, far beyond the Contrivance or Power of any 
| Mortal Creature to effect, that he upon a full Survey thereof was 


convinced it was the Work of a divine Hand; and he thereupon 
immediately: cried out, This is the handy Work of God. He 
carried che Bones home, and laid them up ſafe; and the Sight of 
them afterwards has occaſioned a grateful Remembrance of the 
Mercy (a Mercy indeed, that when neither the Scriptures nor good 
Miniſters could ſatisfy his doubting Soul, the Sight of a few dry 

The Mercy was a 
laſting one: For I many Years after heard him ſay, that he never 
aſter entertained a doubting Thought of the Being of God or 


future State, Wc 
WAA » | 1 bd Thus 


overpreſt by them, drew this Conclußon. 
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Thus it dest A to Tg fo low ts to convines 


than myſelf; and we were a-going homeward through a Lane about 9 


Ulm by the admirable and inimituble Works of creating Wiſtomy 
which at once was made Matter of Reproof und In on, 3 
of the greateſt Satisfaction imaginable, here I would ſuppoſe ſſl” 
cient Matter to convince all that ſpeak agaluſt, or think in their, 
Heart, There is no God, * 
But alas ! thou a poor Atheiſt art like to the doubting Sadd ute 
of old, who did not believe the Reſurrection of the Body, nor that 
there was either Angel, ot Spirit, or future State, Theſe Thi 
do indeed hang upon one apother : For if there be any future Stars, 
then there are Angels and Spirits, and conſequently a God, 4 
although I do not give Credit to many Relations made about feet 
of Spirits z yet as my own Eyes were Witneſſes to a Matter of F 1 
of this Kind I ſhall here not only barely relate it, but ſhall ae nl 
aſſert it for Truth, that I once ſaw an Apparitlon or 157 in os 
the Shape of a Man, 1 was then about twenty Years of Age, and \ 
was in Company with another young Man about a Year or two older 


forty or fifty Feet wide. And we both faw (as we thought) a Man | 
coming down the Lane towards us; and he came on until he wah | 
very near me, (who. was the foremoſt) and the nearer he came, the 
Wind roſe the higher, and blew hard againſt the Trees, which 
being full of Leaves, bent down and waved about in a farprifing 
Manner. The Wind alſo raiſed the Duft, and had Hike to have 
blown my Hat off, which I to ſecure lifted up my Hand, and at the 
ſame Moment the Apparition vaniſhed, and left us both in great 
Conſternation, as it was near the middle of the Day, and between 
one and two of the Clock, and in Summer-time, and we in a wide 
Lane between two tall, thick quick Hedges, and he and we a-meet- 
ing together about the Middle of the Lane, and yet loſt him in n 
Moment of Time, we both knew and faid to each other, that it was 
no real Man: For if it had been one, he could not have ſo eafi! 
eſcaped from us; but it would have been impoſſible to have done 
without our ſeeing which way he went, The Wind was of that 
Nature, which we call a Whirl-wind and it way foon gone by, and 
ſucceeded by a Calm. _ — 
I beg Leave to relate one Inſtance more in reſpeck to an Ap- 
parition being ſeen, which was told me by a religious Perſon 'of 
my Acquaintauce (the Truth of which I have no Doubt about) 
who was in a foreign Country when his Mother died here in Eng- 
land. She was a ſober Woman, and had no other Son then 
living but him, and made great Complaint to her two Daughters 
who attended on her in her Illneſs, becauſe ſhe could not ſee "her 
Son before ſhe died, Some time before Midnight ſhe fremed'® 


them 


. 
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£4 ſhall conclude, 


| ( 14 J 

fall into a Trance, and lay ſo for about an Hour: and 
herſelf again, ſhe told them, that ſhe had ſeen 
he was well; and then ſeemed very eaſy, and 


of his Mother ſtan ing by his Bedſide, leaning to- 
ſmiling, and ſtaid with him ſome Minutes, and 
On which he wrote to his Siſters here in England, 
| his Mother did, Ge. They wrote him Word, ſhe 
dead, and the exact Time of her Death, &c. On receiving 
their Letter, he was fully ſatisfied, that what he faw that Night, 


was the Likeneſs or Spirit of his Mother that appeared to him. 
I had this Account from himſelf ſome time in the laſt Year; and 


+ he ſays, that he never told this Affair to any other Perſon, but has 
- entruſted me only with it. He is living at the Time of my writing 


this, and fo are his two Siſters al, and are both of them ſober 
virtuous Women; and as there are now three living Witneſſes to 
prove the Truth of this Relation, and all of them of good Cha- 
rafter, mould the Truth thereof be queſtioned, their concurrent 
Teſtimony can fully prove it. ] y 

Thus have | given two different Accounts of a Spirit being ſeen 
by different Perſons, which in my Opinion fully proves, there are 
its and a future State, and conſequently there is a God, whom 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews calls, The Father of Spi- 
its, Chap. xii. 9. If any Atheiſt remain ſo caſehardned as till to 
continue an Unbeliever, my earneſt Deſire is, he will read a Book 


wrote by Mr. Colon Mather of New England, the Title of which 


Book is, (if 1 remember right) The Wenders of the inviſible World; 
wherein is contained many undeniable Proofs fully atteſted by cre- 
dible Witneſſes of the ſaid World of Spirits, and may they by 
reading over the ſaid Book be convinced of their Errors, and helped 
— 8 in God, and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in the Scriptures 


Ide admirable Doctor Yowng ſays, Men may live Fools; but ſuch 


cannot die. 

by endeavouring to anſwer an Objection made 
by ſome Atheiſts to the Being of God from the Definition they find 
of him in the Athanafian Creed. This Creed ſay they, deſcribe 
God in Three Perſons : The Firſt as 7 the Second as being 
begotten, and the Third as proceeding ; t theſe Three Per- 
ſons are meyers coeſſential and coeternal, Now, fay they, how 
can One be Three, and Three be One, in the Way and Manner 
expreſſed in this Creed? Can One that is begotten, or one that 
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Myſtery of Godlineſs, God was manifeſted in the Fleſh, 
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proceeds from another Perſon, be coequal, coefſential and coeternal 
with the Firſt Perſon? And becauſe their carnal Reaſon cannot 
take in this Definition of the Almighty, as it appears in this 
Creed, nor the Opinion of many learned Men who have wrote 
on this Subject, according to this Syſtem, they come to a Concluſion 
in the Negative. The Foo! hath ſaid in his Heart, There is no God, 

Poor Atheiſt, give me leave to ſend thee to the Scriptures of 
Truth, rather than to Creeds and Counſels, Sc. This Creed is 
but the Product of Learning and carnal Reaſon, and was tompos'd 
in order to unite the contending Parties in one general Syſtem of 
Divinity,, and was ſettled by the Majority of a great Aſſembly of 
learned Men for a common and general Rule of Faith in the Chriſ- 
tian Churches, But yet it carries with it a full Evidence of hu- 
man Compoſition. - | 

As to that Creed commonly called the Nicene, and that other 
called the Apoſtles Creed, even theſe have two Articles which I 
fear cannot be proved by the Scripture. The firſt is of God the 
Father being the Maker of Heaven and Earth, when the 
ſays, they were made by the Son. See Colgf7 i. 16. Jobs i. 3. 
I. 2. The ſecond Article is that where the Creed ſays, our Lord 
deſcended into Hell; and if the Compoſers and Believers of the Creed 
do not mean the Grave, I do not at preſent know of any Scripture that 
will fully prove their Point. Do thou ſearch the Scriptures, there is 
the trueſt, the fulleſt Account of the great JEHOVAH, and of 
his Ways of Grace and Love towards his People in and through 
his beloved Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo far as it has pleaſed him 
to reveal himſelf in his Word and by his Spirit, by whoſe divine 
Aſſiſtance the Scriptures were wrote. There =_ may read man 
Expreſſions which will give you more clear Ideas — better Food 
for your Faith to feed on, than the Athanaſian Creed. Pray ob- 
ſerve the following ones. 

iſt. Hebr. i. 1, 2, 3. God who at ſundry Times and divers Man- 
ners ſpake in Times paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets, hath in 
theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 
Heir of all Things, by whom he made the World, who being the 
Brightneſs of his Glory and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, and 
upholding all Things by the Word of his Power. 
ad. Jobn i. 1. In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. | 
oil Colof ii. 9. In him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead 

ily. 


4th. 1 Timothy iii. 16. And without Controverſy great is the 
deck. 
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Feb. . ix; 6. For unto us a Child is born, a Son is giver 

- and the Government ſhall be upon his Shoulder, and his Name 

mall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the ever 
-* » Infliop Father, the Prince of Peace, f. 

J - Theſe Scriptures, with many others, ſpeak of our Lord as a complex 
Peering as God and Man in one Perſon. And this is the Language 
RN hout the Scripture, and is more-full and comprehenſive than 

many human@efinition. Why then ſhould we be fond of uſing Words 
and Phraſes which are unſcriptural, which ſerve only to lead us 
away from the Simplicity of the Scriptures, and lay a Foundation 
for continual Jangling about Words, whilſt we are leaving what is 

the mot valuable Knowledge. 
Poor Atheiſt, doſt thou in this imperſect State expect tb ſee and 
| Know che great and glorious Majeſty, and his great and glorious 
Son in their primogenial Light, in a ſatisfactory Way and Man- 
dert How canſt thou do this, when the ſcriptural Account is, 
Behold, God is great, and we know him not, Jeb xxxvi.-26. and, 
Great is the Myſier of Godlineſs, 1 Tim. ii. 16. Thou cannot by 
ſearching Snd out the Almighty to Perfection, Jeb xi 7. Clouds 
and neſs are about him, 2 Sem. xxli. 12. 1 Ange viii. 12. 
Devteren, iv. II. P/alm xcvii. 2. He is the great unknown, the 
incomprehenſible Majeſty, and thou but walking Duſt, which will 
| fon turn to rotten Duſt and Corruption. Believe the Scriptures, 

for in them is contained Matter of Satisfaction and Comfort to a 

| truly pious and inquiring Mind, You cannot find out ſome of th 

Secrets of Nature, how then can you expect to ſee and know the 

Things of God; which are only beheld by an Eye of Faith. You 

id in the Bible all that is neceſſary to teach you to believe 

in and worſhip God atight, and what is a ſure Foundation for you 

and I to build our Hopes of eternal Salvation on; Let us bene e 

truſt in the Lord forever, for in the Lord IEHOVAH is ever- 


F  lakibg birength, {/ Navi. 4. 


